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"And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve
(I Cor. 15:5).
That text is a mystery. Scant information makes it so. It says only
that Christ, after His resurrection, appeared to Peter, then to the
twelve.
Paul did not invite us to listen in on that private conversation between
Christ and Peter.
Luke is the only other New Testament writer who refers to the event,
and his account is no more complete than that of St. Paul's.
Perhaps the content of this secret conference was too personal to
relate to anyone — some conferences are like that, you know.
In any event, the private interview must have been important, and it
may even have been urgent, because, as the text indicates, Christ, after
the Resurrection, appeared to Peter before the other disciples.
When a fragment from the apocryphal Gospel of Peter was
discovered in Egypt some years ago, it was hoped that the story of what
happened between the two would come to light. Alas! the fragment gave
us no more information than we have in the accounts by Luke and Paul.
Someday, perhaps an ancient manuscript will be discovered which
can fill us in. It is exciting to think of this possibility, for who wouldn't
like to know what was said between them?
There are, however, certain things that most surely happened.
Putting pieces together like the scholars have been doing with bits and
pieces of the Dead Sea Scrolls, we can get part of the picture.
s venture out on an imaginative quest, then, in search of
parts of the puzzle that can be found
to page four

Letters to the editor
T h e " H o w " N e e d s an Answer

It is unfortunate that such an astute
Christian thinker as C. W. Boyer had had
only a few fleeting moments to pick the
mind of Albert Einstein. (Reflections on an
Interview, November 25.) But it was immediately evident that Dr. Einstein was
aware of the human problem and that Mr.
Boyer was in search of an intelligent
answer.
When man comes into possession of
atomic power, what else must be added to
result in his own safety? The answer, "A
r e a s o n a b l e or h u m a n e a t t i t u d e or
behavior," must have been intelligent coming from the one it did. In view of the
importance of Mr. Boyer's second question, it may not have been "highly inconsiderate" for him to have persisted in
asking it. It would have been even more
deserving of the attention of a great mind:
"How can this attitude on the part of man
be achieved?"
Personally the questioner, as well as
many others, has availed himself of the
answer by becoming a new creature in
Christ. But this does not save man collectively from collective self-destruction. It
only provides a certain safety to individuals who have seen and acted upon
the necessity of "the blood on the door
post." The question posed was a collective
one. Use of atomic power was a collective
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achievement; its dangers are even more
collective; and certainly the saving ingredient must have collective application
and effect.
The question of how was the question
not asked of Dr. Einstein, and it was the
question he seemed not to answer. But if
the validity of the idea that "man by his
own efforts can bring about any Safety for
M a n " is to be rejected, there is no practical
usefulness in the question of how.
It seems the who, the what, and the
when add up to the how in our concept of
soteriology and is available to us only as
individuals on the basis of whether each
partakes of it for himself. There seems
little we can do about man's collective
safety here as a result of our answer.
But the Who of our personal salvation
had much to say about the how of man's
general welfare. He declares God unwilling
that even "one of these little ones should
perish."
What would happen in terms of general
safety if all those who profess Christ would
seriously study and perform the how of the
principles of the teachings of our Lord as
found in the gospels? Is not this what it
means to "Occupy till I come?" Might this
not have a great effect on the safety of
believers and even that of all mankind?
Millard Herr
Alta Loma, Calif.

Contents
Letters to the Editor

2

Editorial

3

The Authenticating Mark
Is This the S a m e Peter?

4

Donald Demaray
A Response to Crisis

5

Miriam Bowers, editor
Church N e w s

6

Religious N e w s

7

Nicaraguan Weekend

8

A Letter to the Church

10

T h e Abundant Life

11

Allen and Leoda Buckwalter
Dorcas Climenhaga

Kids Krusade

12

Iris Sider
A Year in the Life of a Bible

13

Sue Fretz
3 4 0 Y e a r s Together

14

Church N e w s , continued

15

T h e Contemporary S c e n e

16

"I was in prison . . . "

From the Editor
T h e editor should be permitted s o m e f r e e d o m occasionally to m a k e exception f r o m policies and precedents.
E m e r s o n r e g a r d e d " a foolish c o n s i s t e n c y [as] t h e
hobgoblin of little minds, a d o r e d by little s t a t e s m e n and
philosophers a n d divines."
All this to explain the full page (14) devoted to six
wedding anniversaries. ( " W e ' v e never d o n e it this way
b e f o r e . " ) T h e two 65th anniversaries f r o m one congregation would be w o r t h y of note in any event. But it was of
special interest to the editor since this was the congregation he served as p a s t o r prior to his call to the publishing
house. T h e s e two couples were faithful a t t e n d a n t s at the
S u n d a y m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service. In my " m i n d ' s e y e " I
can still see t h e m seated in their usual places.
T h e c o m b i n e d anniversary for the three couples of the
U p l a n d c o n g r e g a t i o n h a s a h u m a n interest all its own —
an added j o y to a j o y o u s occasion.
B r o t h e r a n d Sister L y o n s m a y be t e m p t e d to think that
their a n n i v e r s a r y lacks the d r a m a and interest f a c t o r of the
others. N o t t h e case! A m a r r i a g e of sixty years has a
significance all its o w n . O u r c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s to t h e m as
well as the five o t h e r s .
I could not help but reflect on these six m a r r i a g e s in
light of t h e s t a t u s of m a r r i a g e in our current culture. O n e
could m a k e n u m e r o u s observations. I choose to let page 14
convey its own m e s s a g e .
A n d while we a r e on m a r r i a g e and related subjects I
want to c o n g r a t u l a t e our publisher and his wife on bec o m i n g g r a n d p a r e n t s . This is their first experience and as
well tneir second. T h e twin d a u g h t e r s reported in the
" B i r t h s " c o l u m n of this issue are g r a n d d a u g h t e r s of Erwin
and Lois T h o m a s .
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Editorial
The Authenticating Mark
I DO NOT know how hard the times are going to
become. I was just old enough at the time of tne Great
Depression (the thirties) to have some memories of those
days. Of course, I was not as aware as were my parents.
But my observations and my listening to their conversation
have left an indelible memory. About the best that can be
said of those days is that one had lots of company.
Now as the employment rate rises and bankruptcies
increase my memory calls up images of the thirties. When
someone suggests (and those who do so seem to be fewer
by the day) that it cannot happen again, I am not so
confident. There are economic and political forces at work
in the world which confound those who are expected to
know.
No one needs to remind us of the troubled times. What
we do need to remember is that Christians are not exempt
from the affects of these conditions. As well, we need to be
reminded that the Christian faith has a relevancy to this
area and that to it the Bible clearly speaks.
Several observations: Encouragement and prayer and
pious admonition are insufficient to meet the needs that
may well arise in our congregations. The apostle James
(2:14-17) states that faith and love, if they are valid, are
expressed in concrete terms of material help.
Perhaps this does not need to be said. We as a people
have a long and honorable heritage of aid in a material
way. But it is easy to view the uncertainty of the future
(and perhaps, the certainty) with an overall feeling that
God's grace will be sufficient to see His children through.
Let it be said reverently but clearly, that God does not
expect His grace to be sufficient among His people. As
Christians we have in addition to God's grace, each other
and in the plan of God this fellowship of the brotherhood is
important. So along with the apostolic message of God's
grace is also the apostolic message of our love for one
another.
The second observation is that in our benevolence and
caring our brothers and sisters have a priority. It is
generally assumed that our social concern as a church
arises out of our Anabaptist roots. This assumption needs
to be tested. John Wesley was much more concerned about
Christians' involvement in and improvement of society
than were the first generation Anabaptists.
These first generation Anabaptists were concerned
about the welfare of the brethren. Their baptismal vows
often incorporated the requirement that a brother's need
had a lien on the applicant's possessions. (Included in the
vows was the assumption that the applicant in his need had
the resources of the brethren.) I believe that in this they
read the New Testament correctly. We are to "do good to
all men and especially to those who are of the household of
faith."
The final observation is that each congregation should
begin to plan for a material ministry to those of its
members. Even in the best of times there are those, who
for reasons understandable or otherwise, need financial or
material aid. I may be mistaken but I suspect that this type
of need and the need for this type of ministry will be
greater in the generation now living than it was in the
generation preceding.
January

25,1975

I believe we need to rediscover the New Testament office
of the deacon. God holds this office in high regard. When
the apostles said that they were too busy with praying and
preaching to look after the widows, deacons were appointed. For the next three chapters the account focuses on
two of these deacons. I would like to test my observation
that God may be saying in those chapters: "You should
not separate praying and preaching and caring. These are
all of one. What I have joined let not the church put
asunder." In these chapters God placed His approval on
this ministry in a way that the church dare not ignore.
Along with the rediscovery of the office and ministry of
the deacon should be the creation of a "deacon's fund."
Here are funds available to the deacons to aid fellow
members in times of need. Many times the needs may not
be widely known and these are met without public
knowledge and in confidence. Other times the need is
obvious and well known and is met by the congregation,
even beyond the resources of any fund.
The pattern which this concern takes is not of the
essence. The pattern of a community of goods as reported
in the early chapter of the Acts is not in itself of the
essence. What is important is that a brother or a sister's
need has a blood bought claim on our possessions and
resources. Jesus said, ". . . love one another; even as I have
loved you . . ." John asks a leading question, "But if
anyone has the world's goods and sees his brother in need,
yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide
in him?" (I John 3:17)
Along with the rediscovery of the ministry of the deacon
we should rediscover the witness of love. When Jesus gave
His command to love, He pointed out that this would be
the authenticating mark of His church: "By this all men
will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for
one another" (John 13:35).
Let's not worry about "rice Christians" in our caring for
our brethren. Let us rather be concerned about being
christian Christians.
Z

Last Call
If the mail service is slow this may be too late. But I will
take a chance and remind our readers in Eastern Pennsylvania of the opportunity to attend a course in writing at
the Lancaster Church.
This course begins Thursday evening, February 6. It is
provided under the direction of Messiah College and can
be taken for credit or noncredit.
Pastors, homemakers, retirees (really the present vocation is immaterial), here is an opportunity to develop (or
discover) a gift or to simply sharpen your ability to express
yourself in writing.
Let me, as editor, encourage you to attend.
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Is This the Same Peter?
Donald E.

Demaray

from cover

I. It is inevitable that, when Peter
saw the resurrected Christ, he remembered the "look" after the denial.
Luke records the incident of the
" l o o k " in this vivid language: "And
the Lord turned, and looked upon
Peter. And Peter remembered . . . " A
more literal translation would read
like this: "And the Lord . . . looked
through Peter."
Interestingly enough, this word
" l o o k " was the same word used to describe the look of Jesus when He was
first introduced to Peter. Back there,
at the beginning of our Lord's ministry, the look of Christ spelled invitation to a high and noble calling. It
meant that in the future Peter was to
live with the Master himself and to
tread the hot sands of Galilee in search
of souls.
But now, at the denial, the look of
our Lord spoke to Peter in a very
different way. This time the look
spelled out not invitation, but reproach tempered with profound grief.
Our Lord's eyes were the "eyes of a
wounded friend," and His look the
"look of a wounded Christ," as someone has so forcefully described that
moment.
G r a f H a r r a c h , in his " P e t e r ' s
Denial of Christ," captured the moment of the look on canvas. With
brush and paint we are told it is the
instant of the crowing of the cock, and
the moment when "Peter remembered."
And how very much Peter remembered! Harrach pictures the slave girl
in the background; she carries a jug of
water on her head and smiles sarcastically as she points a turned or bent
finger (the symbol of ridicule) at Peter.
There are the haughty soldiers who
have been warming themselves by an
open fire — they, too, look at Peter.
Even the cock in the tree seems to
be looking at Peter.
But far and away the look of
greatest penetration comes from
Christ himself as He walks by on the
portico, just above Peter. Peter has
caught a glimpse of Christ — His face
reflecting keen suffering as rugged and
cruel soldiers prod the Son of Man
with spears. Peter can endure no more
than a glance: he sees the haunting
look of the Christ; he feels the
penetrating eyes of the Master who
The writer
Seminary.
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"looks through" him; Peter lowers his
head in utter humiliation.
At the moment of the denial, however, Peter remembered far more than
what can be put on a canvas. He remembered how he had talked himself
out of loyalty to his Master before the
moment of the look. A poet has described the state of Peter's rationalizing mind:
Peter, Peter, save your skin,
Then, futile, weep your shame.
No one will notice. After all,
We have done the same.

But someone did notice. It was Christ
himself.
Yet another thing Peter remembered about the Master's look. He had
made a promise to Christ and then
turned right around and denied Him.
He had broken the sacred trust. It is
no delight to look at one's sinful self;
but Peter had to. He was forced to
stand back and look quite objectively
at himself — as if in a mirror — robed
as he was in the garb of dishonesty.
Shakespeare may have thought of
Peter's denial when he wrote,
To thine own self be true and it must follow as the night the day, thou canst not
then be false to any man.

The moment of the look, then, had
profound meaning for Peter. " H e remembered" much at the moment itself, and with what force the whole
things must have come back to him
when he saw the resurrected Christ for
the first time!
II. Seeing Peter meant Christ loved
him in spite of his denial.
Christ was not harsh with Peter;
stern, no doubt, but not harsh. Stern
because there is a steel-like side to love
— some have called it "tough" love.
Christ loved Peter. The very fact
that, after the Resurrection, He saw
Peter first, before the other disciples,
and apparently alone, shows concern.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge believed
the story of the prodigal son ranks at
the top in the world's literature.
Though there is drama of the highest
sort in the story, its greatness goes beyond the dramatic qualities. Tne story
is beautifully told; Jesus used the language of the parable and narrated it so
simply that a child could grasp it. But
the crystal-clear simplicity of the
story, great as that is, does not alone
make it what it is. Combine drama,
however, with beauty and simplicity

and add the concern of a father for his
son who has left home, and one sees
the reasons for the story's excellence.
Even as the prodigal's father had
concern for his son, so the Master was
concerned for Peter.
Moreover, Christ was understanding with Peter. Our Lord sensed the
deep sorrow and regret which were
Peter's:
And Peter, from the height
of blasphemy—
"I never knew this man"—
did quail and fall
As knowing straight THAT GOD,
and turned free
And went out speechless
from the face of all,
And filled the silence, weeping bitterly.

Someone has said that Peter's "heart
was broken into a thousand pieces,
and his eyes that looked into the eyes
of Christ, now turn into fountains.
Moses struck a rock, and water came
forth. Christ looked on a rock, and
tears came forth."
The climax of this interview came
when the concern and understanding
of Christ issued in forgiveness. Peter
needed forgiveness more than anything else. He had a heavy heart. How
many heavy hearts there are all
around us! Like all heavy hearts,
Peter's sensed the need of relief from
the burden of guilt and sin.
The trappings of Peter's sin —
passively warming himself by the early
morning fire, unconcern, easygoing
falsifying — these could be forgiven.
Forgiven in spite of their tragic consequences. People used to come upstanding — fully aware — of the tragic
effects of sin. Like Lady Macbeth,
who participated in murder, the sinner
cries out, "What is done cannot be undone!"
But in spite of the tragic effects of
his sin, Peter was forgiven. That was a
miracle! Peter feels accepted again by
his Master. Indeed, Peter was accepted and forgiven eagerly.
III. The intimate association, suggested by this interview, most surely
spelled out a spiritually brilliant future
for Peter.
Peter must have had a vital religious
experience that changed his life. Clearly, it would be difficult for a man to
come face to face with the resurrected
Christ and fail to have a deeply
moving religious experience.
This personal encounter with the
Master may have been something like
what was to happen when Christ asked
Peter to feed His sheep.
You will remember Christ's question to Peter: "Simon, son of Jonas,
lovest thou me?" With this question,
to page ten
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A MCC Cookbook
A Response to Crisis
D o YOU have a recipe which has
become popular with your family as
you try to conserve food and hold
down the family grocery bill? Do you
have in your home a favorite meatless
or low-meat dinner menu?
The Mennonite Central Committee
needs your help on compiling a food
crisis cookbook which will work at
questions such as how to eat less,
particularly less meat, and still maintain good nutrition, and how families
can release more of their food dollar
to feed the hungry.
"The main focus is how to eat and
live more responsibly as Christians in
light of world food needs," says Doris
Longacre, compiler of the proposed
cookbook. "We already have excellent
collections available on ethnic foods
expressing a tradition of good cooking. We are a people who eat well,
but we are also a people with Christian
concern for the world's hungry. The
new cookbook will try to mesh these
two attitudes about food in a way that
is responsive to the biblical command
to share our abundance: "But if any
one has the world's goods and sees his
brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God's love
abide in him?" (I John 3:17).
The cookbook is an outgrowth of
the January 1974 Mennonite Central
Committee Resolution on World
Food Crisis which asks constituent
families to reduce food consumption
and expenditures by ten percent. As
North Americans we need not only to
give more but also to eat less since we
now consume five times as much of the
world's agricultural resources as do
people in poor countries.
As preparation for sharing of our
food, we need to make significant
changes moving from diets heavy in
meat, especially beef, to a kind of
eating in which more protein is obtained from nonmeat sources and
from meats such as poultry and fish
which require less grain in their
production than does beef. Most of us
could eat significantly less protein
than we do and still have an amount
This article was compiled by Miriam
from a number of MCC releases.
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Bowers

adequate for good health. Many of us
could also eat less of all types of food
and actually improve our health.
The new cookbook will feature
recipes and menus from Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ constituency,
plus short educational and inspirational pieces about world food
needs. Emphasis will be away from
highly processed foods and mixes
which have limited nutritional value
and are expensive. Traditional Mennonite and Brethren in Christ practices to be affirmed are gardening,
home food preservation, cooking from
scratch, eating together as a family,
entertaining easily with simple menus.
"Someone called it the uncookbook," says Longacre. "It's true that
the proliferation of cookbooks on
booksellers' stands is a sign of our
affluence. We hope this one will be
different. It will ask first that we eat
responsibly, but that doesn't mean
that we can't cook with joy."
As awareness of the food crisis
grows, many households are already
experimenting with new recipes and
menus and will be willing to share the
results for the benefit of other families.
"Collecting recipes from all over the
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
churches will take time, but we want
the finished book to reflect our real
struggle to change affluent eating
habits," Longacre says. "And yet that
kind of change will have to be an
ongoing process. The book should
show the beginnings of change and
then be a resource to continue working
at it, because the food crisis is not
going to go away."
Recipes included in the book will be
tested by a volunteer team of home
economists and will be evaluated for
nutritional content, ease of preparation, taste appeal, appearance and
availability of ingredients. Contributors will be identified for all
recipes used.
Especially sought are recipes for
low or nonmeat, high protein main
dishes, soups, breads, vegetables,
salads, and simple desserts. Easy, inexpensive ideas for entertaining and
household ecology-thrift hints are also
needed.

Brethren in Christ women wishing to
share recipes for the new cookbook
should send them to Miriam A.
Bowers, Messiah
College,
Grantham, Pa. 17027. She will be responsible for sending them on to
MCC in Akron. Postage could be
saved if one person were made responsible to send in the recipes
from each congregation. You are
urged to send your recipes for this
worthy project not later than March
1, 1975.

THE A B U N D A N T LIFE
from page eleven

This abundant life helps us to live
victoriously among our friends and
neighbors. It works in the church, too.
A woman said to me recently: "If you
feel like criticizing or finding fault
with someone, instead try doing
something good for that person. It's
amazing now hard it is to find fault, or
criticize, a f t e r you have d o n e
something good for someone." Try it.
It works, and you have taken a giant
stride toward Christian maturity.
This abundant life is for the living
mid the hard facts of life. It works in
the home, the community, the office,
the campus, the factory and the farm.
It is for every day, wherever we are
and under whatever circumstances. It
is ours by accepting Christ, letting His
Holy Spirit fill us and daily walking
in His love. When we stumble or fall
— which we do — we ask His help. He
lifts us up and our faltering steps
become stronger. When we fail or
wrong another, we ask forgiveness and
find peace in His — and others' —
forgiving love. We yield our lives, our
personalities, to His control and find
the blessing of being a channel through
which God's love can flow to others.
With our hearts, minds, wills and
emotions open to God we can live this
life with great hope, peace, and abundant joy.
5

Church News
MESSIAH COLLEGE

tion) left January 5 to begin their Voluntary Service assignments at Youngways
Hostel, Bulawayo, Rhodesia. Traveling
with them, but assigned to Macha Mission
Hospital in Zambia, was Marie Traver, a
registered nurse from the Wainfleet congregation.
Steven

Ministers Conference—1975

Messiah College is sponsoring its Tenth
Annual Ministers Conference on February
18 and 19, 1975. The program will again
have messages of inspiration, hope and
challenge, along with meal fellowship,
workshops and devotional periods. Some
of the speakers will be: Dr. Mildred Bangs
Wynkoop, chairman of the Department of
Missiology and H u m a n Services at
Trevecca Nazarene College; Dr. J. C.
Wenger, Professor of Historical Theology
at Goshen Biblical Seminary: Dr. Bernard
Ramm, Professor of Theology at Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary; Dr. J.
Creighton Christman, Dean and Professor
of Practical Theology at the Evangelical
School of Theology.
Persons participating in the conference
from Messiah College will be: Mr. David
P. McBeth, program chairman; Mr. Alden
M. Long, Professor of Biblical Literature
and Greek; and Dr. James Skillen, Assistant Professor of Political Science.
Pastors should have received programs
from Messiah College. More can be obtained by writing to the College Relations
Office.
Lay people are encouraged to make it
possible for their pastor to attend this
conference by encouraging him to go and
taking care of the expenses.

Newcomer

(Waynesboro

con-

gregation, Pa.) left January 3 for his
Voluntary Service assignment at Matopo
Secondary School, Rhodesia.

CONFERENCES
Thanksgiving display at Palmyra Church.

Allegheny
T h e Air Hill, Chambersburg, and M t .

Rock congregations held a Year's End
Interchurch Fellowship on Sunday
evening, Dec. 29, in the Air Hill Church.
Each participating church presented
special music; Rev. George Kimber, pastor
of the Dillsburg Church, brought the
message; and the film, "A Thief in the
Night" was shown. The offering was sent
to Mennonite Disaster Services. The sponsoring pastors are: Air Hill — Rev. Roger
Witter; Chambersburg — Rev. A. Graybill
Brubaker, Jr.; and Mt. Rock — Rev.
Avery Musser.
The

Paramount

congregation

held

a

congregational Christmas dinner on
Wednesday evening, Dec. 11. Ron Long,
with a musical group from Messiah
College, and the Allen Conrads from
Chambersburg, shared with the congregation. Rev. J. Ralph Wenger is the pastor.

The second semester at Messiah College
will begin on January 28 following a brief
vacation between it and the three-week
January Term. In the next week, beginning
on February 5, Bishop Roy V. Sider will be
the speaker in six days of Spiritual Life
Emphasis. He will be speaking in church
services, college chapels, and in informal
student and faculty group settings.

MISSIONS
Daryl Climenhaga arrived in Nappanee,
Ind., Dec. 22, having completed a 3-year
Voluntary Service term at Matopo Secondary School. After leaving Rhodesia, he
spent about 2 weeks in Zambia, where he
had grown up as the son of missionary
parents.
Dean Willow (Cedar Grove congregaPa.)

and

Carolyn

Wingert

(New

Guilford congregation, Pa.) have begun
Voluntary Service assignments at the Life
Line Mission in San Francisco.
D o n a l d and M a r i o n Sider ( W e l l a n d c o n -

gregation, Ont.) have started Voluntary
Service assignments at the Navajo Mission, New Mexico. Marion was on the staff
earlier, in 1969-70.
D o n ' s b r o t h e r , Edward and N a n c y Sider

and Joel (also of the Welland congrega-
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The

Palmyra

congregation

combined

their thanks to God and to their pastor and
wife, Rev. and Mrs. J. Robert Lehman, in
a service on Sunday, Nov. 24. Members of
the congregation and community shared in
expressing their thanks to God in word and
song and to their pastor by presenting the
Lehmans with a bountiful supply of food.
The Pequea congregation held their annual Christmas Eve Service December 24.
An added feature this year was a live
nativity scene on the church lawn,
featuring young people of the congregation, along with real livestock. Recorded
C h r i s t m a s music was played. A
candlelighting service, along with various
recitations and musical selections was held
indoors. Rev. Gerald Wingert is pastor.

Canadian
T h e Bertie congregation w e l c o m e d R e v .

and Mrs. Edward Gilmore into interim
service on Wednesday evening, Nov. 27.

Spiritual Life Emphasis

tion,

special music for the group. The pastor is
Rev. Harry Bert.

The Fordwich congregation recently held
a dedication service for the new addition to
their church building. The addition includes foyer, restrooms, classroom and
kitchen. The pastor is Rev. Sheldon
Wilson.

Central

Mrs. Elizabeth Wink celebrated her 90th
birthday on Dec. 29, 1974. Many friends,
neighbors, and relatives gathered at her
home in Waynesboro to help her celebrate.
She is a member of the Waynesboro
Brethren in Christ Church.

Atlantic
T h e Elizabethtown congregation viewed

"Go By My Spirit," the founding of the
Brethren in Christ Missions in Africa, on
Sunday evening, Nov. 24. The program
was presented by a group from the
F a i r l a n d congregation. Rev. Albert
Wynder is the pastor of the Elizabethtown
congregation.
On Sunday, Nov. 24, the Mt. Pleasant
congregation held a Thanksgiving service
in which each person brought an article
symbolizing their thankfulness to God.
The Senior Citizens Chorus presented

Correction: The Bible Conference and
Christian Education Seminar which had
been reported as being held at the Beulah
Chapel Church (Dec. 25 issue) was held at
Cedarville College.
The Gospel Lovers, a quartet from the
Campbellsville

congregation

recently

released a record album entitled, "Because
He Lives." The quartet is composed of
Rev. and Mrs. Norman Channel, Bluford
and Callie David, and Francis Giles. Rev.
Channel is the pastor at Campbellsville.

Midwest
T h e P a l m Valley congregation

reports

increasing attendance, especially in the
Youth Night service. A request for a
couple to work with the youth has been
made by the pastor, Rev. Henry F. Landis.
The pastoral family have recently moved
to a new location, about one half mile from
the church.
to page fifteen
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Religious News
Chadian Christian Put to the Test
Christians in Chad are facing trials and
death, according to recent British Broadcasting Corporation short wave broadcasts.
Reports indicate that at least 50
Christians have died for their refusal to
p a r t i c i p a t e in g o v e r n m e n t required
traditional initiation rites, which the
Christians feel conflict with their religious
faith.
The rites are part of a broad program,
the National Movement for the Cultural
and Social Revolution, introduced in 1973
to move Chad toward becoming a more
authentically African country. Male
students, government administrators, businessmen, professionals and other educated
community leaders were the first called to
special 45-day camps for introduction to
the program and passage through initiation rites.
Reports have been received that some
Christians who attended the camps but
refused to participate in rites such as
drinking chicken blood offered to idols and
handling fetishes were tortured and buried

alive. No word has been received from 13
Baptist pastors missing since late 1973.
Others who were not Christians have
died in the initiation rites. According to
New York Times correspondent Henry
Kamm, the ordeals include flogging, burning with coals, scarring, sexual indignities,
mock burials, drugging and acts of
humiliation.
The new nationalism in Chad is having
serious consequences on the church as a
whole. In some regions in the south
churches have been closed. The church has
not taken an official position on the initiation issue and must still decide what to do
when initiated Christians return from the
rites.
Christians are a five percent minority in
Chad, a country predominantly Muslim
in the north and animist in the south.
Christian support through foreign missionaries continues but, since missionary
presence is a reminder of the neo-colonial
influence t h e C h a d i a n g o v e r n m e n t
repudiates, the extent of future activities in
indefinite. Last December, for example,

most Baptist Mid-Mission missionaries
were ordered out of the country.
Two foreign Red Cross delegates,
working to coordinate Red Cross relief
activities, were also asked to leave Chad.
Other external signs of Chad's new
direction are the change of the names of
some towns to authentic African names,
the practice of using the term "compatriate" when addressing fellow Chadians
and the requirement that Chadians must
change foreign names like Peter to authentic African names like Mpanya.
"These external signs are symbols of
more profound changes the President is
trying to encourage," one missionary explained. "Outside influences in Chad are
great. Many businesses are controlled by
non-Chadians. Foreigners occupy key
positions in local banks. Americans drill
for oil. The Chinese try to improve rice
production. Most medical doctors are
from European countries. Frenchmen hold
supporting roles in various government
offices. Saudi Arabia is financing the construction of a new 12 million dollar mosque. Missionaries run Bible schools and
play an active role in the preaching ministry.
"In a changing Chad, trying to march to
its own drumbeat, Christians are seeking
to know when and where their Chaditude
conflicts with their Christianity. It's a
serious matter."

The 94th Congress
Methodists Dominate Senate
Catholics Take House
Roman Catholics will form the largest
religious group in the 94th Congress. The
total was pushed to 123 — an all-time high
in the November elections.
M e t h o d i s t s continue to be most
numerous in the Senate with 17 members,
and have an aggregate of 85 in both
houses.
Jews scored the largest percentage increase this year. They will number 24 in
1975, 10 more than in the 93rd Congress.
Christianity Today prepared the 1974
tabulation of religious affiliations in
Congress. The list is a biennial project of
the magazine published here.
Immediately after the election,
Christianity
Today researcher Deborah
Miller, with the assistance of several other
staffers, made hundreds of telephone calls
tracking down winners and asking them
their religious affiliation. In many cases,
campaign leaders and press spokesmen did
not know. The wife of a Florida winner
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huffed that she would check out the
magazine with the Better Business Bureau
before revealing her husband's religious
affiliation.
In several instances the winning candidate seemed to need more time or a
conference with others before being able to
state his affiliation.
"In most cases," Christianity
Today
News Editor Ed Plowman noted, "We got
good response and cooperation."
Catholics in the new Congress total
eight more than two years ago. Senators
increased from 14 to 15.
Episcopalians and Presbyterians in both
houses number 66 each, with 16 senators
each, and Baptists 57, with nine senators.
There are six senators among the 24
members of the United Church of Christ
(including C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s ) , four
senators each from the Unitarians and
Latter-day Saints and three among the
Jewish membership.

Seventeen senators and representatives
identify themselves as " P r o t e s t a n t "
without specifying denomination, and six
have no religious affiliation.
The Christianity
Today tabulation
covers 100 senators, 435 representatives
and the one non-voting delegate from the
District of Columbia.
The district delegate, the Rev. Walter
Fauntroy, a Baptist, is one of five known
clergymen in the upcoming Congress. New
in 1975 will be Father Robert J. Cornell
(D-Wisc.), a Catholic Norbertine priest,
and the Rev. Robert W. Edgar (D-Pa.), a
United Methodist.
Returning clergy members are Father
Robert F. Drinan, S. J. (D-Mass.), the
Rev. Andrew Young (D-Ga.), United
Church of Christ and the Rev. John
Buchanan (R-Ala.), Southern Baptist.
The Rev. William H. Hudnut (R-Ind.),
a United Presbyterian, lost his bid for a
second term in the House.
The new Congress will contain 14
Lutherans, 13 Unitarians, 10 Latter-day
Saints, five Disciples of Christ, four
members of independent Churches of
Christ, four Eastern Orthodox, four Christian Scientists and 13 persons of other
religious groups.
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Bishop Roy V. Sider preaching Sunday morning, with Bert Sider translating.

NICARAi
Ticauntepe, Nicaragua
November 9, 1974

Earl Musser (Director of Missions Overseas), Bishop Sider and Walter Kelly (Mission Superintendent)
share in ordaining Antonio Moreno.

The first Nicaraguan pastors to be ordained in the Brethren in Christ Church: Enrique and Teresa
Palacio (left) and Antonio and Angela Moreno (right).
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Dear Brothers,
Permit me to share my impressions
about the day that I learned more
about the "road of the Lord." I belong
to the Brethren in Christ Church of
Nicaragua and was baptized some
months ago. The baptism/ordination
service of October 13 was the second
time that I had attended a baptism of
believers and I felt much emotion because I was also going to participate in
the ordination of two pastors of our
Nicaraguan churches.
It was a very pretty October morning when we all left, brethren and
interested friends, in the direction of
the lake where the ceremony was
going to be celebrated. Rev. Walter
Kelly called us to prayer and song to
begin the service. Shortly thereafter
the Christians that were going to
receive baptism happily and enthusiastically gave their personal testimonies.
Later, the two candidates for ordination and their wives took their place
in front of the congregation. Don
Antonio and his wife Donna Angela
and Don Enrique and his wife Donna
Teresa were asked to kneel while
Bishop Sider, placing his hands over
the first couple, gave a special prayer
for them. Tnen the Director of MisEvangelical Visitor

Enrique and Walter share in the baptism service.

Part of the 300 people in attendance at the ordination/baptism service.

UAN W E E K E N D
sions, Rev. Musser, did the same with
the second couple.
Immediately after the ordination we
all passed to the edge of the lake and
the new Christians one by one were
buried in the waters of the dead and
resurrected in Christ. When the last of
the new Christians were baptized I
thought that this was all for the morning, Dut what a surprise it was to be
called together for a special announcement. Upon gathering around the
speaker we saw some sad faces.
Don Walter wanted to say some
words of farewell. He said that he was
sad because he wasn't going to continue to be with us but that ne had to
follow the leading the Lord had given
him and for this reason we ought also
to accept his separation as he himself
had come to accept it and that no one
should be discouraged. He thus
proceeded to share some words of
Paul:
Therefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labor is not in vain in
the Lord.
Upon finishing these words, there
fell a heavy silence over all the
audience.
Donna Lynda also wished to give
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words of farewell. With tears interrupting her words she told us that for
her, this was an occasion both sad and
happy at the same time, inasmuch as
when they arrived in Nicaragua the
work was quite young and that there
weren't many converts. But now, as
she was giving her farewell, there were
so many brethren that we had to use
four buses to go to the lake for a baptismal service. She said that she did
not know if her family would return to
Nicaragua again or not, but if they
didn't, we all had a date with her in
Heaven which she did not want any of
us to miss.
Now, three weeks after this event, I
am thinking and trying to understand
the words and attitudes of these missionaries who with so much love
planted the Word of God in this land,
without expecting anything in exchange but the will of God, for whom
they live. Giving a worthy example of
their faith, they told us that day:
"Don't cry, brethren, because we are
not followers of men, but of Him that
died for us to give us salvation."
This is a truth that I had not
considered before, as I always had
thought that I could not live without
the people that I love. But now I see
that in the Lord this also is possible.
Ileana Ramirez f .

Saying farewell. The Kelly family is now on
furlough in Canada.

PETER
from page four

someone has rightly said, "Christ
robes the inmost recesses of Peter's
eart to secure the humility necessary
for service."
And this was a humiliating experience for Peter. However you interpret
the words for love in this Johannine
passage — agapao and phileo — one
thing is clear: Jesus was trying to say
something to Peter. Jesus kept hammering away at loving and feeding the
sheep until Peter got the message, at
least in its incipient form.
Peter's hearing wasn't very good;
Christ's patience was touchingly persistent and faithful.
There is much evidence for Peter's
changed life. Let us take "before" and
"after" pictures of Peter. Before this
interview with the resurrected Christ,
you will remember that one moment
Peter was walking on the sea, the next
he was drowning and crying, "Lord,
save me!" Here Peter exposes his lack
of faith. Again, one moment Peter
boasts that he will die for his Lord; the
following hour he denies even his
knowledge of the Man to whom he
made the promise. That is the tragic
"before" picture. Peter is just plain
fickle. He cannot be depended upon to
stand by his word. He is not a man of
conviction.
The "after" picture is quite different! The book of Acts records it.
Someone has called the first half of
this book, "The Acts of Peter," so
dynamic a leader in the early church is
Peter. Now he cannot work hard
enough or sacrifice too much for his
Master. "His full heart puts force and
promptitude into every moment," said
one. Indeed, tradition has it that he
was crucified for his Lord. Peter had,
in fact, learned the meaning of
agapao, sacrificial love.
It is clear that the "after" picture is
radically different from the "before."
This is accented by the story of a Chinese girl who was converted under
Christian missionaries and came to
America to prepare to go back to her
own people to teach them the Bible. In
her first term at seminary she studied
the Gospels. In them she read about
the impetuous Peter who denied his
Lord. In her second term she studied
the Acts of the Apostles. Here she
read about the Peter who was a rock
of faith. She could scarcely believe
what she read. She compared the passages in the Gospels with those in
Acts. Finally, in broken English, she
asked the teacher, "Is this the same
Peter?"

S

Reprinted from The Wesleyan Advocate.
by permission.
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P. O. Box 2526
Bangalore, India 560-025
Dear friend,
Do you like letters? We do! And since we would like to write each one
of you today, perhaps this open letter will be the answer.
Last December at this time, we were enjoying your fellowship as we
journeyed throughout the States in deputation work. Mid-January found
us back again in Delhi at the House of Joy. Routine and extras made the
days go fast. Within a month of our arrival our sister-in-law, Alice Buckwaiter, arrived. Her six weeks' visit flew by. Other guests came and went.
There were routine duties of office work, program recordings, conventions
to attend.
And then a new phase began . . . actually as early as February, but
continuing throughout the year. Zealous young people volunteered free
time in the House of Joy work. Some helped with writing letters, others
with monitoring. Each one gave something of value to us. Laughter
resounded many times. Young life was much in evidence. And in turn we
could share vision and experience. It has been mutually beneficial. Already
several have asked whether they may return for their 1975 summer holidays.
Two of these Indian young people are writing their thesis on the radio
work. This interest and involvement speaks well for the future of the radio
ministry.
We were very much involved with these young people, both in giving
them a home when needed, and in supervising their work activities.
From August on, however, our pattern of life has been determined
by the needs of the Bangalore office. For the past four months Allen has
been under special assignment, as Officer-In-Charge, then later as Acting
Director. Now, as of the 30th November Annual General meeting of
the FEBA-I Association, he has been appointed Director.
While Allen spent most of the four months in Bangalore, I continued
on as Public Relations Coordinator for the Delhi office. But after a
promotional tour throughout the latter part of October and into November,
I have been able to join Allen here in Bangalore. We expect to return
to Delhi for Christmas, and then move back to Bangalore to begin the
new assignment.
We will miss our many friends in Delhi. We have been greatly enriched
during our past four years here. But we know that the Lord will greatly
strengthen the work there and here as all of us stay faithful in the tasks
given us. We ask you to pray for us very much during these coming days.
We believe that the coming of the Lord is very near, and there is still much
to do. This is HIS STORY. As it becomes history, will you and I have
a part in it? Thank you for standing with us.
In His love and grace,
Allen and Leoda Buckwalter

Used
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Pulpit and Pew
THE ABUNDANT LIFE
Dorcas Climenhaga

R E C E N T L Y I read of a man who
carried a little black book in his
pocket where he recorded all the unloving and insensitive things his wife
did to him over the years. Because of
these things, happiness evaded him.
Life just wasn't fair.
There was a mother who said: "I'm
so ashamed of how I treat my family,
but I just can't help it."
There was the man who confessed,
"The other night I woke up and saw
my wife sleeping beside me and saw
there was no way out of our strained
relationship. Divorce is unthinkable
and I don't think either of us will
change. I love her, but I don't know
how to live with her."
A young mother of five says, "I'm
not a good mother; I don't even like
children."
The young girl bares her feelings
and frustrations by breaking every
rule in the home and hurting her
parents. Doesn't she love them? Of
course she does. But what has gone
wrong. Why do we do the things we
don't want to do?
Why does true happiness evade us?
We love God. We know Jesus, but our
spirit is dry and our lives are barren.
We don't want "just life," — we want
abundant life.
Let's begin at the basics. Our first
step toward the abundant life is a
spiritual one. It begins with a confident belief in a personal God; the
assurance of sins forgiven and a living
faith.
A living faith is more than a vague
belief that God exists and if I live a
good life, everything will go alright.
Biblical, living faith involves the entire
personality of the one who possesses
it. This saving, living faith is based
upon Jesus. It is based upon the
conviction that He loved us enough to
come to earth to die in our place; that
He rose from the tomb. For forty days
He appeared to His disciples and
others. Then He ascended into heaven
and promised to send the Holy Spirit.
In ten days the Holy Spirit came upon
the waiting disciples and transformed
The writer is the wife of the bishop of the
Central Conference. This article was born out of
her contacts with women's groups to whom she
has
ministered.
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them into vibrant, joyous evangels.
Thus, our abundant life begins with a
living faith in a living Christ and being
filled with the Spirit.
Once we have accepted Christ and
the Holy Spirit indwells us, our
thinking, our acting, our loving must
be brought into conformity with Him.
We are a new creature. This living
faith involves the entire personality of
the one who possesses it. Romans 12:2
says "Let God remold your lives from
within." This begins by our reading
the Bible and thinking on it. By our
praying and our willingness to tell
Him our fears and our frustrations.
We begin to grow daily into Christian
maturity. Here is often a danger
point; we sometimes stumble then
stagnate. Because we don't reach
maturity right away we become discouraged and think we are failures.
As Christians we are too often
controlled by our emotions more than
by our thoughts. We alternate between
heights of joy and depths of despair.
Ever experience that? We wonder how
we can be a better example of God's
grace and power. We can't be really
happy as long as we have so many
emotional ups and downs. We may
have tried Bible reading and prayer,
but somehow haven't found the help
needed. We may have even become
upset with friends who said praying
would cure all our ills.
All of us have our emotional life but
God does enable us to overcome
doubts, fears and depression. Our
salvation is not dependent upon our
emotions, but God has given us the
capacity to love and to hate, to be
joyful and sorrowful, to be elated and
d e p r e s s e d . These e m o t i o n s are
necessary for our completeness as a
person. What would life be like if we
couldn't love and be joyful, or couldn't
cry and be sad. But these emotions
should not completely control us.
Jesus gave us a balance wheel: "Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God," etc., and
the second is like unto it; "thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself."
I suspect one reason for depression
is that we have never accepted
ourselves — or loved ourselves. Some
women ask, "How can I love myself?"
May I ask, "How can you love others

if you do not love yourself?" God
created all kinds of women and each
has the talents, the looks, the personality that He wanted us to have. He
wants to control us and under His
control, we can do an amazing amount
of good.
Elijah, under the juniper tree hit an
emotional low, but he soon told God
all about it, accepted Himself and got
back to work. Jeremiah vowed never
to preach again — but he did. Be
assured God knows our weaknesses;
admit them and ask Him for strength
at that particular point. In our Bible
reading and praying: (1) Remind
ourselves of God's faithfulness, (2)
concentrate on God's love and that He
loves me and has accepted me. Let His
love flow through us to others.
How many of you have read the
book: Are You Fun to Live With? I
expect the test of the abundant life
comes in the living. The home is the
most difficult — but rewarding —
place to put our faith to work. It's
much easier to be kind and loving with
people we see only occasionally. But
we cannot fool the people who share
our home. The abundant life gives
power to live so that our family knows
we are "for real."
Of course there come the times
when schedules are crowded, the
demands upon our time and energy
cause us to wonder how we can cope,
and we feel at the breaking point. This
is when we send an S.O.S. to an
understanding Father and ask for that
extra love, patience and strength
which He promised. Remember, He
keeps His promises and He said: "My
grace is sufficient for thee."
God has created us with power to
influence; because of this we hold
within our abilities the power to mark
lives. It is in the home where we learn
the importance of kindness, compliments, forgiving spirits and where
we learn to say: "I'm sorry," "forgive
me" and "I love you." Having learned
these things — and having passed the
test on the home proving ground — we
are ready to meet the outside world,
for our home life cannot be separated
from our ministry or work for Christ.
to page five
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Kids' Krusade
An Alternative to DVBS?
Iris Sider

R I G H T NOW, DVBS is probably
the furthest thought from your mind.
The problems of finding teachers,
selecting (and paying for) suitable materials, deciding on that "just-right"
time between children's camps and
vacations, are gladly forgotten. At
Wainfleet we certainly do not claim to
have solved all the difficulties that
DVBS presents, but we did try a
program somewhat different than the
traditional one — a program that is
worthy of consideration For the coming summer. This past year we had a
"Kids' Krusade."
Well before vacations began, the
church bulletin announced tne dates
for the children's meetings. We knew
then that August 12-14 should be
circled on our calendars and program,
and children, bored with holidays,
would want something to do. By
scheduling the time in the evenings,
men would be available to help as
counsellors, bus drivers, ushers and
projectionists. The announcement in
the bulletin also made us aware of the
need for counsellors. How could we
throw away an opportunity to introduce boys and girls to the Lord!
The crusade would only be for three
days, and a couple of training sessions
would show us now to point a child to
Christ.
In the weeks that followed, advertisements showing the two bus
routes in our township were distributed in the church and homes of
the community, and were posted in
local stores. On August 12 at 7:00
p.m. approximately one hundred children waited for "Kids' Krusade" to
begin. The program, prepared and
conducted by Mrs. Mary Fretz, Director of Christian Education, included visualized songs, stories,
filmstrips, and special music. Each
evening was climaxed with a children's message given by Bishop Roy
V. Sider. Men and women were on
hand to counsel children who expressed a desire to receive Christ.
Following are some DO's and
DON'T's we used when pointing a
child to Christ.
The writer is a member
gregation,
Ontario.
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The DO's
1. DO pray for wisdom and
guidance.
2. DO use your Bible.
3. DO ask a child why he or she has
come for counselling. There are many
reasons why children will respond to
an invitation — they like the teacher
and are anxious to please him; they
want to come with tneir friends; they
want a change of position (and the
invitation to walk forward gives them
the opportunity); and children may be
under conviction of sin and truly
desire to receive Christ.
4. DO make the way of salvation
very simple. We used a notebook with
appropriate pictures, Scriptures and
comments. The Wordless Book is also
a good tool. We also stressed the
family relationship.
5. DO make the following facts
clear:
—God is holy and just and therefore cannot tolerate sin; at the
same time God loves us.
—We are sinners.
—Sin must be punished.
—Christ took our punishment
when He died on tne cross.
—Christ rose again.

—We must receive Him as our
own Savior.
—Growth as a new Christian involves confession of sin (I John
1:9), Bible reading, prayer, witnessing and obedience.
6. DO ask the child to pray aloud.
If the child hesitates and if you
through the Holy Spirit's leading
sense that the child is sincere, you may
wish to "help" him pray.
7. DO encourage the child to tell
someone what has taken place in his or
her life.
8. DO have some plan for the
"follow-up" of the new believer.
The DON'T's
1. DO NOT counsel with a large
group of children at one time. Of
course, one child to one counsellor is
the ideal, though not always possible.
2. DO NOT use many Bible verses
with the child. He or she may only
become confused. Instead refer to one
or two well-chosen salvation verses.
3. DO NOT force a decision.
4. DO NOT tell a child that he or
she is now a Christian. Let the Holy
Spirit witness to the child's spirit that
he or she is now a child of God.
5. DO NOT allow a child to think
that he or she has become a Christian
if you are not certain that a work of
grace has been done.
At the m o m e n t a c h i l d r e n ' s
program for next summer may be the
least of your worries, but sooner or
later plans will have to be made.
Perhaps you are satisfied with your
DVBS. If not, you may wish to try an
alternative this year. Why not try a
"Kid's Krusade"?

Cora Byford Given Citation
Cora Byford, a member of Pomeroy
Chapel, Smithville, Tennessee, was
the recipient of one of five Christian
Education Citations given by the
General Conference Board of Christian Education. Mrs. Byford, now in
her 90's, is still teaching an adult
Sunday school class.
THE CITATION
Mrs. Byford, you were chosen by
members of your congregation at
Pomeroy Chapel to receive a Christian Education Citation in recognition of your 70 years of dedicated
service as a teacher and a personal
soul-winner.
You felt a call to teaching at age
22 and have been active in this ministry ever since. In your younger

years you helped to organize Sunday schools in areas of the state of
Tennessee where no religious services
were held. At one time you taught in
two different Sunday schools each
Sunday, walking several miles to the
one that met in the afternoon.
You have been described as a
woman of faith, a student of the
Word, and a soul winner. There are
members of your congregation who
were significantly influenced in their
decision for Christ by your witness.
For these reasons the Board of
Christian Education of the Brethren
in Christ Church is happy to present
this Citation to you.
We are confident the Lord who
remembers His servants will continue to reward you for your faithfulness.
Evangelical Visitor

UNTITLED

A Year in the
Life of a Bible

I have seen with the eyes
of a babe—life
I have seen with the eyes
of a child—life
I have seen with the eyes
of an adult—life
But I have yet to
see all of life
I have yet to learn
I have yet to understand
what I have seen
Life stands still before me
as if I were only new born.
Martha Byers

Sue Fretz

UNTITLED
January 5, 1974 — I have just been
put on a shelf beside a lot of other
books. My owner, Korinne, has read
me regularly since the first of January,
but has given me up now. It's the
beginning of another normal year.
February 3, 1974 — Well, today I
was dusted and put on the dressing
table while some visitors came to look
around the house. I'm back on the
shelf now. Nothing interesting has
happened since I last wrote.
M a r c h 10, 1974 — Korinne's
cousin, Tanya, arrived last week. She
has read me every day since she came.
She doesn't muss up my pages and she
knows where to turn when she wants
to look up a verse.
April 10, 1974 — The last month
has been really great. I was used all
the time. It felt so good to be loved.
But Tanya left today and in the last
hour I have felt so lonely. I'm back on
the shelf again.
May 1, 1974 — Korinne had me
open on her lap today when a visitor
came. She spilled her drink on my
pages. I'm still wet and sticky; she
didn't bother to clean me.
June 17, 1974 — Korinne had to
talk about a parable in church today.
This morning she was searching
through me frantically, and every once
in a while, she would slam me down on
the table in a frenzy. I wonder if she
will get through that talk?
Sue attends Stouffville
District
Secondary
School and is a member of the Oak Ridges congregation,
Ontario.
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July 15, 1974 — Last week, I was
taken to camp. Korinne put me on top
of the clothes in her suitcase. The week
wore on, and I was never taken out of
the suitcase. But all the other items in
the suitcase were used at some time or
another. Now I'm in the bottom of the
suitcase on the way home.

Old man painfully
caning your way—
I understand a young heart
lays hidden beneath
that withered s h e l l . . .

August 25, 1974 — I was dusted
today.

I know your heart
Would like to fly free and
easy as the wind if it could
break loose of its aged dust. . .

September 4,1974 — Today was the
first day of high school for Korinne.
Her mother suggested that she find a
verse for courage. She came storming
into the room, flipped my pages a bit
and then dropped me on the floor.
Kandi came in and picked me up this
afternoon.

The young ones make
merry of your ancient figure . . .
But we know that fate finds no
favorities.
They who are now lively will
soon creep along
slower than you .. .

October 11, 1974 — Kathy lost her
own Bible last week, so she borrowed
me from Korinne. Korinne was pretty
glad to get rid of me for a while — I
was taking up room on her shelf. I had
a good time tonight when Kathy used
me for her devotions.

The cycle of life will be completed
when they with astonishment
gaze from dimmed eyes on
their carefree hearts
enshrouded in shrunken bodies.

November 23, 1974 — Kathy gave
me back to Korinne since she has a
Bible of her own now. Korinne has
found a new place for me — I'm in a
box on the floor. There are a lot of
other things around me.
December 28, 1974 — Well, I guess
the Christmas festivities are almost
over. Korinne took me downstairs last
week. I laid on a small table all the
time. The other girls picked me up and
read me, but now I'm back in
Korinne's room. She will probably
read me for a few days at the first of
the year, as usual. Then we will
probably start another boring year. I
really do envy the Bibles that are used
all the time, even if they are beat up —
it shows that they have a good owner!

Martha Byers

Youth

Opportunities

Creative Arts Contest: The poems
on this page were submitted to the
1974 Creative Arts Contest. The
1975 Contest will soon begin. Your
pastor and youth director will soon
be receiving information.
Paraphrase Contest: Your pastor
and youth director have received
application blanks. Youth groups
should submit their entries to the
Regional Director by March 15,
1975.
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340 YEARS TOGETHER
Two Pequea Couples Celebrate 65th

Mr. and Mrs. Abram M. Hess celebrated
their 65th wedding anniversary on
November 18, 1974 with a family dinner.
Mrs. Hess was the former Annie Kreider
Sangrey. The couple are the parents of six
children: Lois, Mrs. Susie Wissler, John,
Mark, Mrs. Edna Hess, and Mrs. Mary
Hoke. The children were all present for the
dinner except Mary, wife of Rev. William
R. Hoke, a missionary in India. (Mrs.
Hess passed away on Dec. 17. See obituary
column of this issue.—Editor.)

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Herr celebrated their
65th wedding anniversary on August 11,
1974. The Herrs are the parents of four
children: Ruth, Ralph, Clyde, and Lloyd.
The couple are members of the Pequea
Brethren in Christ Church where Mrs.
Herr taught Sunday school for a number
of years and Mr. Herr served as a trustee.

Three Couples Join in 50th

Left to right: Sara Asper, Reuben Asper, Charles Hershey, Laona Hershey, Lista Heisey, C. R.
Heisey.

Three Upland couples, who have been
celebrating their wedding anniversaries
jointly for the past 30 years, marked their
golden jubilee dates on Dec. 1 with a
reception tea in the Fellowship Hall of the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
The celebrants, honored by 400 guests,
were: Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hershey, Mr.
and Mrs. Reuben Asper, and the Rev. and
Mrs. C. R. Heisey.
Although the couples were married on
Thanksgiving Day ceremonies on Nov. 27,

1924, in different parts of the United
States, they didn't discover their common
anniversary date until 30 years ago in 1944
when all were living in Upland.
The reception tea, planned by the
children of all three couples, was one of
several celebrations. Family reunions and
dinner parties preceded the main events on
Sunday. The morning service, conducted
by the Rev. Elbert Smith, focused on
family life with the title, "150 Years of
Marriage." Favorite songs of the three
couples were sung.
Mr. and Mrs. Hershey were married at
noon on Nov. 27, 1924, at Hope, Kansas,
by Bishop J. N. Engle. She was the former

60th Anniversary
Observed

The family of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lyons
helped the couple celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary on Sunday morning,
Sept. 23 in the Bethel-Merrill Church. A
buffet dinner was served in the home of the
couple's daughter, Mrs. Ruth Huntoon.

Laona Book. They came to Upland 48
years ago from Abilene, Kansas. Mr.
Hershey recently wrote a 40 page
manuscript on the memoirs of his childhood in the Plains States area.
The Hersheys' children are: Paul
Hershey of Upland, Mrs. John (Marilyn)
Tritenbach of Aptos, Calif., Mrs. Robert
(Phyllis) Carlson of Newton, Kansas, and
Mrs. Ron (Lynda) Frey of Abilene. This
honored couple has nine grandchildren.
Mr. and Mrs. Asper have three children:
Ruth Gullo of Duarte, Ardys Asper of
Upland, and Kenneth Asper of Alta
Loma. The Aspers have five grandchildren.
The Aspers were married 50 years ago
by Bishop C. O. Musser at the bishop's
home in Elizabethtown, Pa. Their attendants at the wedding, Mr. and Mrs. Jacob
Wolgemuth of Elizabethtown, attended
the golden anniversary celebration. Mrs.
Asper was the former Sara McWilliams.
Mr. and Mrs. Asper came to Upland 40
years ago from Harrisburg, Pa.
The Rev. Heisey and his bride, Lista
Martin, were married 50 years ago by Rev.
D. V. Heise at Clarence Center, N. Y.
They went to Ohio and lived near Dayton
for 17 years while the Rev. Heisey taught
school. The Rev. and Mrs. Heisey visited
California several times before moving
there. He was chosen pastor of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church on June 1, 1940.
He previously held pastorates in Ohio and
Pennsylvania and retired to Upland in the
1960s. The Heiseys' children, all of whom
reside in Upland are: Mrs. Robert (Elenor)
Lehman, Mrs. Doyle (Thelma) Book,
Chester Heisey and Mrs. George (Joyce)
Hostetler. They have 10 grandchildren.

CHURCH NEWS
from page six

Births
Cober: Debra Ann, born Nov. 1 to Mr.
and Mrs. Douglas Cober, Fordwich congregation, Ont.
Hensinger: Michelle Joy, born Dec. 18
to Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hensinger, Christian Union congregation, Ind.
Horst: Chad, born July 28 to Mr. and
Mrs. Gary Horst, Hollowell congregation,
Pa.
Miller: Kathryn, born Dec. 14 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Miller, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Stinson: Kurt Allen, born Dec. 6 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ray Stinson, Hollowell congregation, Pa.
Taylor: Maria Elizabeth, born Nov. 30
to Mr. and Mrs. Dan Taylor, Bethel
Community, Mich.
Wingert: Heidi Lynn and Holly Jo, born
Dec. 31 to Mr. and Mrs. Marlin Wingert,
New Guilford congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Burkholder-Toms: Glenda Lee, daughter of Mrs. Georgia Toms, and Terry L.,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Myron Burkholder,
both of Paramount, Md., Nov. 23, in the
Long Meadow Church of the Brethren
with the uncle of the groom. Rev. Nelson
Frank, officiating.

Obituaries
Coffman: Charles S. Coffman, born
May 24, 1897, in Saxton, Pa., died Dec.
12, 1974, in the J. C. Blair Memorial
Hospital, Huntingdon. He was the son of
William and Cala Estright Coffman. On
Jan. 1, 1920, he was married to Edna E.
Bair who survives. Also surviving are four
sons: Paul, James, Lloyd, and Robert; one
daughter, Mrs. Betty Wilson; 14 grandchildren; and 15 great-grandchildren. He
was also survived by one brother and three
sisters. He was a member of the Brethren
in Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Masood Funeral Chapel in
Saxton with Rev. Bedsaul Agee ana Rev.
Daniel Brumbaugh officiating. Interment
was in the Brumbaugh Cemetery.
DeLaney: Carl L, DeLaney, born Oct.
2, 1900, died Dec. 8, 1974, in the Stouder
Memorial Hospital, Troy, Ohio. He is
survived by his wife, C r y s t a l Day
DeLaney; one daughter, Mrs. Carlene
Lyons; four grandchildren; and one
brother. He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Shirley Ruth. The funeral service was held in the Frings and Bailiff
Funeral Home with Rev. Elam Dohner
officiating. Interment was in Memorial
Park Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio.
Hess: Mrs. Annie Kreider Sangrey
Hess, 84 years old, died Dec. 17, 1974, in
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William
Charlton
1896-1974
William C h a r l t o n was born on
December 20, 1896, in Newcastle-UponTyne, England, and died November 3,
1974. At the age of 8, after the death of
his father, Brother Charlton and his
brother George came to Canada, under
the sponsorship of the Dr. Bernardo's
Home for Boys. During most of his
youth he lived in several homes in the
Wainfleet area. After his conversion he
joined the Brethren in Christ Church at
the age of 17. In 1931 he was ordained to
the ministry. Later, in 1948 Brother
Charlton was elected Bishop of the Black
Creek District, an office he held until an
administrative reorganization in 1957.
He continued to serve the Bertie Church
as pastor until his retirement in 1967. For
more than twenty years he was radio
pastor of the Call To Worship Hour.
Brother Charlton continued to preach
and do evangelistic work as long as his
health permitted. On August 4, 1974 he
preached his last public sermon at the
Bertie Church.
Surviving are his wife, the former

Pearl Winger; a son, Hubert Charlton of
Stevensville; a daughter, Jean, Mrs.
Clifford Sider of Gormley; a sister, Mrs.
Georgina Robinson of England; and nine
grandchildren.
He was predeceased by his first wife,
the former Lilly Mae Sider and two
brothers, George and Hubert.
The funeral sermon was preached by
Rev. William VanderBent. Assisting in
the service were Rev. Ross Nigh and
Rev. Robert Rolston, Rev. Wayne
Schiedel had the service of commital. A
tribute on behalf of the Canadian
Conference and the General Conference
of the Brethren in Christ was prepared by
Bishop Roy V. Sider.

TRIBUTE
To the family of our departed brother,
William Charlton:
On behalf of the Canadian Regional
Conference and the General Conference
of the Brethren in Christ Church, I
express the love and support of the
Brotherhood for you in this hour of the
homegoing of your beloved husband and
father.
The call of our Lord and the church
found a faithful response in the life and
ministry of our brother: an eloquent
preacher, a tender-hearted pastor, a loyal
churchman. His years of service spanned
the period of increased duties for selfsupported ministers. He conscientiously
carried responsibilities as bishop of the
Black Creek District and pastor of the
the Lancaster General Hospital, Pa. She
was the daughter of David and Mary
Kreider Sangrey. She was married to
Abram M. Hess for 65 years. He survives
along with four daughters: Lois S., Mrs.
Susie Wissler, Mrs. Mary S. Hoke, and
Mrs. Edna S. Hess; two sons: John S., and
Mark S.; 15 grandchildren; and 13 greatgrandchildren. She was a member of the
Pequea Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral service was held in the Pequea
Church with Rev. Cyrus Lutz and Rev.
Gerald Wingert officiating.
Krikorian: Rev. Meshach P. Krikorian,
born April 7, 1888, in Adana, Asia Minor,
died Dec. 8, 1974, in the Messiah Home,
Harrisburg, Pa. He was the son of Krikor
Manoogian and Serpouhie Melkonian
Krikorian. On Feb. 20, 1960, he was
married to Miriam Engle who preceded
him in death on April 19, 1974. He is
survived by one sister, Mrs. Yeranouhie

Bertie congregation. His compassion for
the Lord and the lost found expression as
Canadian Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board. His powers were fruitfully
engaged in doing his Master's will, in
serving his present age and fulfilling his
calling.
He joins the saints triumphant today.
He sees the Risen Lord. The glories of
heaven he so graphically pictured are
now his.
As he comforted countless others, may
your hearts know the comfort of our
Lord Jesus Christ through the Holy
Spirit.
Bishop Roy V. Sider
Moderator,
Brethren in Christ General Conference
Eouksouzian; and several cousins. In 1918
he was ordained as a minister. The funeral
service was held in the Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. A. D. M. Dick
officiating. Interment was in the Grantham
Memorial Park.
Oyler: William Oyler, Jr., 13 month-old
son of Mr. and Mrs. William Oyler, New
Jersey, died Nov. 14, 1974. The funeral
service was held in the Gibson Funeral
Home in Mt. Holly Springs, Pa., with
Rev. Ernest U. Dohner officiating.
Wenger: Mrs. Ruth E. Wenger, born
June 22, 1927, died July 13, 1974, in the
Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pa. She is
survived by her husband, Rev. J. Ralph
Wenger, p a s t o r of the P a r a m o u n t
Brethren in Christ Church. A memorial
service was held in the Paramount Church
with Bishop Charlie B. Byers and Rev.
James Esh officiating. Interment was in the
Air Hill Cemetery.
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S for involvement with offenders are
increasing for Mennonite Central Committee volunteers in
North America.
Person-to-person counseling with prison inmates about
to be paroled and with parolees is expanding in Canada
while a few positions for M C C volunteers are opening in
the United States.
In a recently created volunteer's position in Lancaster,
Pa., Carl Landis works with the Public Defender's office,
the Lancaster Offender Ministries Council and the
Friends' Lancaster Bail Project.
In connection with the Public Defender's office, Landis
does some research and investigation, works informally
with district justices lowering bail charges, assists in the
explanation and filling out of forms and makes pastoraltype visits to prisoners.
To help various individuals who have been arrested,
have their bail lowered to nominal bail (one dollar), Landis
interviews the accused offender at the prison, then checks
out his information and references with respect to job,
family, past record, reputation and length of local
residence. If chances are good that bail may be lowered,
Landis contacts the justice of the peace.

d you visited

me-Jesus

The Lancaster Offender Ministries Council of which
Landis has been designated staff person/convenor works
not only to help prisoners, but to sensitize local churches to
the needs of inmates.
The group is currently approaching the chaplain,
warden, and board of inspectors at the Lancaster County
prison in hopes of beginning Sunday worship services with
inmates. It also sends representatives to prison board
meetings.
Landis hopes that the Offender Ministries Council will
expand and undertake projects such as helping parolees
find jobs, establishing a community treatment center or
halfway house for adult offenders, following up with the
families of parolees and relating to residents of Barnes
Hall, a home for juvenile offenders.
Court-watching, or observing trials and following
various cases, also occupies some of Landis' time. "Court
watching has given me an invaluable education on court
procedure and the whole criminal justice system," he says.
In Cincinnati, Ohio, volunteer Jean Swartley helps to
answer calls on a hotline which is part of the program at
Talbert House, a halfway house for offenders. Besides
helping offenders, Talbert House provides a counseling
service to help persons calling with their problems until
they can be referred to a more permanent counselor or
agency.
A man-to-man and woman-to-woman job therapy
program in British Columbia is run by volunteers. John
and Anne Neufeld organize local volunteers from Vancouver, Lower Mainland and the Fraser Valley to work
with prisoners. These volunteers establish relationships
with prisoners before they are paroled, accompany them
on their first day of freedom to their new jobs and. relate to
them for six months to a year until they have adjusted to
life in society.
The program currently has about 250 volunteers
matched with inmates and parolees in one-to-one
relationships.
Besides supplying volunteers, M C C (Canada) aids Job
Therapy financially. A new phase of the program helps
parolees to find jobs.
Job therapy programs with M C C volunteers have also
been established in Toronto, Ont., and Winnipeg, Man.
The Toronto program is newer, and currently has 15
volunteers assigned to inmates in the Mimico Correctional
Centre. Coordinated by volunteer Harry Nigh, the
program is currently being reviewed to determine future
directions and expansion plans.

